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 � Area: 32,108 km2

 � Population: 7.5 million (2015)
 � GDP: €214.9 billion (2015)
 � GDP per capita: €27,833/year (2014)
 � Exports: €63.8 billion (2015)
 � Imports: €76.0 billion (2015)
 � Tourists/year: 17.4 million (2015)

Catalonia in figures

 � Companies: 584,369 (2015)
 � Industrial companies: 36,383 (2015)
 � Innovative companies: 8,830 (2014)
 � Regular exporting companies: 16,422 (2015)
 � Foreign companies: 6,454 (2015)
 � Foreign investment: €4,783 million (2015)
 � Catalan companies abroad: 8,346 (2015)

Business data

Catalonia
Strongly industrialized, 
Catalonia is one of 
Southern Europe’s main 
economic powerhouses, 
as well as a leading logistic 
hub in the region. It has 
a global economy, with a 
pro-business and talented 
society, in a Mediterranean 
environment.

The Financial Times sees Catalonia 
as the best Southern European 
Region of the Future 2016/2017 in its 
latest report on the most attractive 
European locations for future 
investments. Barcelona comes first 
on the continent in FDI strategy and 
investment attraction policies.

16%
OF SPANISH 
POPULATION

20%
OF SPANISH 
GDP

23%
OF SPANISH 
INDUSTRY

25%
OF SPANISH 
FOREIGN 
TRADE

35%
OF REGULAR  
EXPORTERS  
COMPANIES  
IN SPAIN

45%
OF FOREIGN 
MULTINATIONALS 
IN SPAIN



 � Companies: 584,369 (2015)
 � Industrial companies: 36,383 (2015)
 � Innovative companies: 8,830 (2014)
 � Regular exporting companies: 16,422 (2015)
 � Foreign companies: 6,454 (2015)
 � Foreign investment: €4,783 million (2015)
 � Catalan companies abroad: 8,346 (2015)

One of the world’s top spots 
to live & work, a magnet for 
business & professionals and a 
global benchmark for mobile & 
smart cities 

Barcelona is the 4th European 
city for scientific production.
BarcelonaTech (UPC)4th

1st
Barcelona is the 1st continental 
western European city for volume of 
foreign direct investment attracted.
fDi Markets, Financial Times 2015

1st
Barcelona is the 1st Smart City 
in the world ahead of New York, 
London and Singapore. 
Juniper Research, 2015

7th
Barcelona is the 7th most 
desirable city in the world for 
foreign workers.
Decoding Global Talent, 2014 - BCG

Barcelona

The world’s top six 
cities in terms of 
reputation: Sydney, 
Melbourne, Stockholm, 
Vienna, Vancouver and 
Barcelona
City RepTrak 2015



The BioRegion of Catalonia: the 
Catalan health & life sciences cluster

With a population of more than 7.5 million and a size comparable to that of European 
countries such as Belgium, the Netherlands and Israel, Catalonia has the most dynamic 
life sciences cluster in Spain and one of the most active in southern Europe.

The BioRegion of Catalonia brings together 734 companies and 89 research 
organizations; including 41 research centres, 15 university hospitals, 11 universities 
offering life sciences studies, 13 sciences and technology parks with activity in the life 
sciences, as well as large research facilities like the Alba-Cells Synchrotron, the Barcelona 
Supercomputing Centre (BSC) and the National Centre for Genomic Analysis (CNAG). 
Barcelona and its metropolitan area are home to 90% of the Catalan life sciences sector.

734
COMPANIES

89
RESEARCH 
ORGANIZATIONS

Source: Biocat Directory 



Among the top four countries in Europe in terms of the 
number of pharma, biotech and medtech companies 
per capita

The BioRegion has 221 biotech and 46 pharmaceutical companies and is the origin and 
headquarters of large corporations in the sector such as Almirall, Esteve, Ferrer, Grífols, 
Bioibèrica, Lacer, Reig Jofre and Uriach. Catalonia also has some of the most important 
multinational biopharmaceutical companies, such as Amgen, Novartis, Sanofi, Roche, 
Bayer, B.Braun, Boehringer Ingelheim, Chiesi, Hartmann, Lundbeck and Menarini. The main 
therapeutic areas in which biotech and pharma companies work are: cancer (often focusing 
on rare diseases) and neoplasms, dermatology, infectious diseases, and diseases of the 
nervous system and the respiratory system.

The BioRegion has 200 medical technology companies – mainly focused on producing 
reusable instruments, dental devices and electromagnetic devices – and 40 companies 
working in digital health.

These figures place Catalonia among the top four European countries in terms of 
the number of companies in the healthcare sector per inhabitant. Specifically, it has 
more pharmaceutical companies per capita than any country in Europe except Belgium. 
Catalonia is also ranked fourth among countries belonging to the European Research 
Area in terms of biotechnology companies per inhabitant (behind Sweden, Switzerland 
and Israel) and fourth in medical technology companies (behind Israel, Sweden and 
Switzerland).

Key figures
The life sciences companies in Catalonia: 

Post a yearly turnover 
of €14.36 billion

Account for 7% of 
the Catalan GDP 

Employ 42,133 
workers

Every 10 days a new life sciences venture come to 
life in Catalonia. Just between 2013 and 2015, 130 
new life sciences companies were created in the 
BioRegion. 



Investment

Between 2013 and 2015, companies in the BioRegion attracted more than €100 million 
in investment, more than double (€55 million) than the previous year, with large operations 
like the Oryzon-Roche and Palobiofarma-Novartis deals. This figure has already been 
topped during the first semester of 2016, with investments of €62 million just between 
January and July.

The BioRegion has 26 investment bodies, noteworthy among which are 8 venture 
capital firms – 4 of which specialize in the sector with significant investment volume: Caixa 
Capital Risc, Ysios Capital, Inveready and HealthEquity – 7 Business Angels associations, 
4 corporate investors, 1 institutional investor and 3 new crowdfunding and crowd equity 
initiatives.

Hospitals & clinical trials

Catalonia has 15 university hospitals and 9 associated research institutes, where 
5,000 researchers work. Six of these hospitals are Spain’s top science research producers 
in the field of clinical research and human health research, such as Hospital Clinic of 
Barcelona or Vall d'Hebron University Hospital.

Catalonia performs more clinical trials than any other region in Spain, mainly in Oncology, 
and in Phase II (17%) and III (44%). The recently launched Barcelona Clinical Trials 
Platform maximizes the potential of the region providing a single point of access to some  
    of the main university hospitals and to the national primary care network. As of January        
             2015, the centres that belong to the platform totalled 2,740 participations in trials,  
                 with 13,498 patients recruited.

© Biocat, BioRegió de Catalunya    
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Academia & education

The 11 Catalan universities that offer health and life sciences degrees produce 
5,500 graduates each year. Three of these universities (UAB, UPF and UB) are among 
the top 200 in the world (Times Higher Education ranking, 2015).

Scientific excellence model
The Catalan research model, based on autonomous centres, results-based contracts, 
independent assessment of national and international experts and a firm commitment to 
attracting talent (through ICREA programmes), has been proven effective and put a large 
number of young institutes with just under 10 years of history among the top bodies in the 
world in their respective disciplines.

The BioRegion of Catalonia has 89 research bodies: 41 research centres working in 
the health and life sciences or related subjects; 15 university hospitals, 11 universities 
with degrees in the life sciences, 7 technology centres, 13 science and technology 
parks with activity in the life sciences and two large research facilities, the Barcelona 
Supercomputing Centre (BSC) and the Alba-CELLS Synchrotron. Some of these 
bodies are among the most prestigious in the world, including the Centre for Genomic 
Regulation (CRG), ranked 9th in the top 100 biomedical centres in the world; the 
Institute of Chemical Research of Catalonia (ICIQ), ranked 1st for its work in chemistry 
worldwide, and the Institute of Photonic Sciences (ICFO), ranked 1st for its work in 
physics worldwide).

Scientific production

Catalan researchers 
produce 3.15% of all 
European scientific 

production and 0.99% in 
the world 

Catalan researchers 
produce 29% of 

publications in Spain

Catalonia ranks second in 
the EU in terms of number of 
grants per inhabitant received 
from the European Research 

Council (ERC)

Although Catalonia represents only 1.5% of the EU population,





Catalan companies 
attending Biotech 
Mission to Japan 2016



LABORATORIOS RUBIÓ

Rubio is a Spanish pharmaceutical family owned company founded in 1968. The company 
is pioneer in offering therapies to specialists for low incidence and prevalence diseases. 
Our main areas of interest are: Rheumatology, Urology, Nephrology, Neuropaediatrics and 
Cardiovascular Risk. 
.
Sector for the mission
Pharma Industry.

Participant Mission: 

Pelayo Rubió
General Manager
Phone: (+34) 627 439 855
Email: prubio@larubio.com
Web: www.laboratoriosrubio.com

Description of services/ products/ technologies

- Our products are present in more than 50 countries all around the world and we have new      
  registration procedures ongoing. 

- The international portfolio strategy focuses on the company strategic products, produced      
   internally: Rubifen (Methylphenidate), Resincalcio/ Resinsodio (Calcium / Sodium polystyrene   
   sulfonate) and Resincolestiramina (Cholestyramine).

-  We also want to expand internationally our business in the cardiovascular risk area with          
   Liposcale, an advanced lipoprotein test based on 2D nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) 
   as a complementary diagnostic tool for cardiovascular pathologies associated with 
   atherosclerosis. It has demonstrated more accuracy and precision for lipoprotein 
   characterization than the current market alternatives.

-The international sales strategy is to sell our products through select specialized laboratories in  
 each country, to ensure the best introduction, sharing our knowledge and long experience.

Main goals for this mission
We are looking for partners to license out our products in Japan and other countries in the 
Asia region.



LABORATORIOS SALVAT

Spanish private group, devoted to the research, manufacture and marketing of pharmaceuticals. 
Salvat products are marketed worldwide. 

Sector for the mission
Pharmaceutical Industry, Otorrinolaringology and Ophthalmology.

Participant Mission: 

Francesc Rosell
International Director 
Phone: (+34) 671 774 333
Email: frosell@salvatbiotech.com
Web: www.salvatbiotech.com

Description of services/ products/ technologies

- Otolaryngology: our innovations in Otolaryngology are the results of years of dedication
  and feedback from international KOLs. We are experts in this niche therapeutic area and 
  Cetraxal and Duoxal’s international presence endorses us.

- Ophthalmology: One of SALVAT’s most recent franchise is within the field of 
  Ophthalmology. Taking advantage of our Blow Fill Seal technology, we are developing 
  sterile and preservative free products ranging from prescription to artificial tears.

- Consumer healthcare: SALVAT is experimenting significant growth in the Consumer 
  Healthcare segment, combining the leadership of our mature brands, lifecycle management
  and new product launches.

Main goals for this mission
Partnering (Licensing –Out / Licensing-In) within the Otolaryngology and Ophtalmology 
franchises.



LEUKOS BIOTECH

Participant Mission: 

Enrique Llaudet
CEO
Telephone: (+34) 634 270 335
Email: ellaudet@leukosbiotech.com
Web: www.leukosbiotech.com

Leukos Biotech is a biopharmaceutical company focused on the development of new 
treatments for Acute Myeloid Leukaemia and other haematological malignancies. The 
company was founded in 2015 as a spin-off from the Josep Carreras Leukaemia Research 
Institute (IJC). Our main current project is the repurposing of a drug approved for the 
treatment of Parkinson’s disease (PD) as a new cure for Acute Myeloid Leukaemia. 

Description of services/ products/ technologies
We are developing a drug for Acute Myeloid Leukemia. We have patented a family of drugs 
with anti-leukemic effect on leukemic stem cells. Our first candidate from this family is a 
repurposed PD drug. We are finalizing pre-clinical development and we will start a 
Phase II Clinical Trial in 2017.

Main goals for this mission
We are interested in initiating talks with Pharma companies interested in in-licensing our 
AML drug after proving effectiveness in the upcoming Phase II Clinical Trial.

Sector for the mission
Pharma, oncology, leukemia.



MIND THE BYTE

Participant Mission: 

Alfons Nonell Canals
CEO
Telephone: (+34) 644 121 180
Email: alfons@mindthebyte.com
Web: www.mindthebyte.com

Mind the Byte is a bioinformatics company specialized in computational drug discovery. 
We build software upon big data and machine learning. Recently, we have launched a SaaS 
platform that allows using our software for Computational Drug Discovery on High Performing 
Computing infrastructure, in a very intuitive manner. We are one of the few companies in 
the sector offering our technology on a pay-per-use base, which is very helpful and 
convenient for small and medium size biotech companies. 

Description of services/ products/ technologies
Our main product is SaaS platform. A pay-per-use software platform for computational drug 
discovery. In an easy way, our customers can manage different tasks including target predic-
tion, compound management and virtual screening. Platform’s users only have to create an 
account and start computing paying only for its real use, with no software installation neither 
maintenance.

Main goals for this mission
On this mission we aim to look for technical research cooperation and also for customers 
working on drug discovery. We would like to introduce you our way to manage computational 
drug discovery, from an easy platform with latest technology on the field.

Sector for the mission
Drug discovery and bioinformatics.

Experience in Japan
It is the third time Mind the Byte representatives are in Japan. We have participated in the 
last BioJapan through our subsidiary company in Copenhagen (Denmark), our previous 
experience was in a commercial mission of the Catalan Government. We have already 
some contacts in the country and also a distributor for our software.



ABILITY PHARMACEUTICALS

Participant Mission: 

Carles Domenech, PhD
CEO
Telephone: (+34) 606 433 824
Email: carles.domenech@abilitypharma.com
Web: www.abilitypharma.com

AbilityPharma is a cancer company developing a new drug class. ABTL0812, oral targeted 
therapy, has finished phase 1/1b clinical trials, with phase 2a clinical trials starting in September 
2016 in lung and endometrial cancer. It will also be developed in pancreatic, breast and head 
and neck cancer, glioblastoma, cholangiocarcinoma and the pediatric cancer neuroblastoma 
(orphan status granted by the EMA and FDA). 

Description of services/ products/ technologies
ABTL0812 is a fully differentiated inhibitor of the PI3K/Akt/mTOR (PAM) pathway. MoA published 
at Clinical Cancer Research in May 2016. It inhibits the PAM pathway through the overexpres-
sion of the endogenous Akt inhibitor TRIB3. 
ABTL0812 has the best safety and better efficacy on biomarkers in PAM inhibitors, with several 
responses in the phase 1 trial.
It efficacious as single agent and potentiates chemotherapy without increasing toxicity. It is effi-
cacious in resistant cells, it inhibits metastasis formationan is active on tumor stem cells.

Main goals for this mission
The current priority of the company is to license ABTL0812 for co-development and 
commercialization in Japan and other territories in the first half of 2017.

Sector for the mission
Pharmaceutical companies with strong presence in oncology. 
.

Experience in Asia
In April 2016, AbilityPharma signed a license agreement with the US company SciClone for 
China, Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan and Vietnam. 



THROMBOTARGETS

Participant Mission: 

Ignasi Miquel
Strategic Alliances, Director
Telephone: (+34) 664 20 40
Email: ignasimiquel@thrombotargets.com
Web: www.thrombotargets.com

Thrombotargets Europe is a biotech company based in Barcelona, Spain, incepted in 
2005. It has HQ and labs at the Mediterranean Technology Park (Barcelona) and Molecular 
Biology Labs at the National Center of Biotechnology (Madrid).  

Description of services/ products/ technologies
Thrombotargets Europe's leading product, TT-173 topical hemostat to stop surgical bleeding, 
has finished a Phase I (dental extraction), and Phase II Clinical Trial (Skin Graft). A phase II/III on 
TKA is ongoing. TT-173 is a human recombinant Tissue Factor-based hemostat. 
Thrombotargets has early stage projects in anticoagulation and antifibrinolysis. 

Main goals for this mission
Thrombotargets is looking for potential partners for Japan/Asia. For R&D, capable of 
performing clinical trials, registration and sales of the product. Asian rights still available for 
all programs.

Sector for the mission
Pharmaceutical companies with strong Hospital Sales Force and interest in Hemostats, 
Surgery and perioperative bleeding, i.e. in orthopedics. 

Experience in blood-related products
Thrombotargets developed Hemosta-BioPlatformScreen, a HTS technology for the 
detection of active compounds in human matrix (in coagulation, anticoagulation, fibrinolysis, 
antifibrinolysis. This platforms avoids interferences and provides high value information in 
physiological-like matrix. 



ZECLINICS

Participant Mission: 

Davide D'Amico
CEO
Telephone: (+34) 930 240 373
Email: davide.damico@zeclinics.com
Web: www.zeclinics.com

ZeClinics is a Contract Research Organization (CRO) using zebrafish for drug discovery in 
preclinical early phases. Zebrafish saves up to 10X time and budget in R&D with a 95 % 
predictivity on the effect of new drugs in humans.  

Description of services/ products/ technologies
Services for drug discovery using zebrafish: i) ZeTox, acute, chronic, general and organ-
specific toxicology test; ii) ZeGenesis, generation of knock-out, knock-in, transgenics 
zebrafish or cell lines through CRISPR/Cas9; iii) ZeEfficacy to evaluate early the efficacy of 
libraries of compounds with high-content phenotypical screenings.

Main goals for this mission
Our main goal for the Japan mission is to expand our business activity, resulted on the top
5 target region in our market assessment study. To establish new contacts with final potential 
clients but we are also looking for partners for promting actively our services in Japan.

Sector for the mission
Drug Discovery, Pharmaceuticals, Biotechnology, Zebrafish, CRISPR/Cas9, Toxicology, 
Oncology, Disease models, Phenotypical screening, Cardiovascular, Neurobiology. 

Experience in preclinical drug discovery
More that 50 projects with pharma, biotech and academia in 8 countries. Our zebrafish 
services are contracted by R&D discovery/preclinical departaments mainly in the pharma/
biotech industry, but also research projects for academia and toxicology assays for chemical, 
cosmetic, agro-alimentary, ecotoxicology industries. 
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Both the public and private sector have made 
innovation and technology a priority in Catalonia. 

Innovation 

Culture

With top level universities and prestigious 
schools, companies can rely on a pool of  
talented and committed professionals.

Talent and 

Education

Connect to the Catalan 
competitive mix: an industrial, 
diverse and pro-business 
economy that can work for you

Competitive 

Economy

Adding more to your business model, with 
diversified industrial activities backed up by 
a solid network of suppliers and services.

International 

and Global

From Southern Europe, Catalonia and Barcelona connect 
you to the world through an open trading economy.

Creativity and 

Entrepreneurship

With the energy and support to turn 
great ideas into a reality, Barcelona is a 
dynamic start-up ecosystem where new 
initiatives flourish.

Business 

Mindset 

Through the offices of Catalonia 
Trade & Investment, a pro-business 
government creates a supportive 
business climate.

© Biocat, BioRegió de Catalunya - Raimon Solà 



ACCIÓ, the Agency for Business 
Competitiveness

Where everything connects 
to build a powerful economy

Internationalisation
We connect Catalan companies to the world, 
offering resources and tools to help them 
export, enter new markets or set up abroad. 
We promote international innovation and 
technology transfer, as well as attracting 
foreign investment to Catalonia.

6 out of every 10 innovative companies 
export. 85% of innovative companies 
expect to increase turnover.

Innovation
We successfully connect companies and 
projects to the market. We accompany 
companies in their process of competitive 
differentiation and constant search for new 
business opportunities through systematic 
innovation, technology incorporation and 
internationalisation.

Are you a start-up?
 � Support for start-up growth.
 � Accelerator sales and internationalisation               
programmes.

 � Access to public, private and alternative               
funding.

 � Exclusive services for technology based firms.

Are you an SME?
 � Access to funding to develop internationalisation,  
innovation and investment projects.

 � Economic and mentoring support programmes.
 � Tailor-made consultancy, training and  
professionalization services.

 � Support in partner search, technology incorporation  
and access to European programmes.

 � Detection of business opportunities.

Financing 
Start-ups
Clusters 
Innovation
Technology transfer
Foreign trade 
Investment attraction

Are you an investor?
 � Detection of investment opportunities.
 � Raising of foreign investment.
 � Organisation of investment forums.

We assist 23,000 
companies yearly



Catalonia 
Trade & Investment

We are the Catalan Government 
agency for foreign investment 
and business competitiveness

Specialised one-stop-shop services

Investor information
We provide full, practical, up-to-date 
information on establishing business 
operations in Catalonia.

Financing & incentives 
Increase the viability of your project with 
expert, in-depth information and support 
on financing possibilities.

Business location
Get full, relevant information on industri al 
buildings, land, office space and logistics 
centres throughout Catalonia.

Innovation, tech & business 
partners
We connect you to the best technological 
and innovation resources in Catalonia.

Are you considering a new 
investment?
All the information you need to know to 
make entering a new market as seam-
less as possible.

Do you need us to accelerate 
your investment in Catalonia?
Our project management services give 
personalised support to your investment 
right from the start.

Do you want to grow, reinvest 
& expand your investment in 
Catalonia?
Aftercare, expansion and reinvestments 
are one of our priority activities.

Full support 
Smooth, fast and successful set-up of 
operations in Catalonia from start to 
finish. 

Track record
With over 5,000 investment projects 
behind us, we know how to maximise 
the return on investment.

Expertise
Over 30 years’ experience guarantee the 
results of our free of charge services.

Catering the 
needs of international 
investors

Business and institutional 
network
We connect international companies to 
key institutional partners and business 
services providers.

International mobility for 
executives
We offer a fast-track service for 
work and residence permits for your 
top employees as well as valuable 
information on mobility procedures.

Supplier search
We help foreign companies source 
local suppliers, manufacturing partners, 
technology providers or developers to 
fulfil specific requirements.



Biocat

Biocat is the organization that 
coordinates and promotes the 
healthcare and life sciences sector in 
Catalonia, and it has been a strategic 
player and catalyst in building the 
ecosystem since 2006.

Entrepreneurship
Biocat works in driving innovation, 
supporting the start up of new 
companies and collaborating on value-
added programs.

Training and talent
Biocat promotes training and talent 
development actions aimed at 
encouraging new entrepreneurial projects.

Internationalization 
Biocat coordinates Catalonia's 
participation in international projects 
and outstanding events to improve the 
visibility of companies and entities.

Acts as a knowledge partner for the 
government to design policies and 
programs that affect the sector.

Detects major international trends 
to anticipate the sector’s needs and 
opportunities before they even appear.

Facilitates collaboration between 
the stakeholders in the BioRegion 
and a variety of entities in Catalonia 
and beyond, both nationally and 
internationally.

Facilitates access of companies and 
research bodies to public stakeholders.

Proposes flexible, innovative solutions to 
the sector’s challenges, with quality and 
efficacy.

Created by the Government of Catalonia 
and the Barcelona City Council, Biocat 
boosts public and private stakeholders 
in the BioRegion (including companies, 
groups and research organizations, 
hospitals, science parks and other 
support bodies to innovation) in 
order to transform knowledge and 
technology into economic growth 
and social impact.

Scientific debate
Biocat bolsters top-notch 
multidisciplinary scientific debates, 
fostering the open exchange of 
knowledge (BDebate).

Strategic projects
Biocat is working on a series of 
strategic projects as the EIT Health 
and the Barcelona Clinical Trials 
Platform (BCTP).

Through its actions, Biocat:

Catalyzing the 
BioRegion globally

More information:
www.biocat.cat/en

The Catalan Life Sciences directory 
Access to more than 1,000 companies and 
organizations that work in the healthcare and 
life sciences field in Catalonia:
www.catalanlifesciences.com
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Biocat, a partner of 
bioXclusters plus

Biocat is a partner of bioXclusters plus, the leading European meta-cluster on personalised 
healthcare. It was elected by the European Commission in 2016 as the unique European 
Strategic Cluster Partnership on personalised healthcare and offers an entry point for global 
players to Europe. 

It has brought together four of the most dynamic and fastest growing life science and healthcare 
clusters in Europe (Catalonia, Bavaria, Piemonte, and Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes) and offers the 
best gateway to finding your partner of choice in Europe.

More information: bioxclusters.eu/

© IRB Barcelona 
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Connect to 36 worldwide 
offices in over 90 markets

The 36 Catalan Government Trade & Investment 
Offices assess and support international 
companies interested in investing in Catalonia and 
Barcelona. They also offer personalised assistance 
to Catalan companies wishing to open in new 
markets and to find global business opportunities.

Catalonia.com
catalonia@catalonia.com

Passeig de Gràcia, 129
08008 Barcelona
Tel. 00 34 934 767 287

Our Barcelona office:

CR Kamiyacho Bldg., 11th Floor, 
Azabudai, Minato-ku
Phone +81-3-5575-3690
tokyo@catalonia.com

Our Japan office:


