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Job opening for a Junior Scientist in Protein Science at ONA Therapeutics 

Ona Therapeutics is a biotech company, spin-off of ICREA and the Institute for Research in Biomedicine 
(IRB Barcelona), specialized in unravelling novel biology to design biopharmaceuticals attacking advanced 
cancer. Ona Therapeutics was founded by Salvador Aznar Benitah and Valerie Vanhooren and is formed 
by international experts and advisers developing a cutting-edge technology published in Nature. The 
company is located at the Barcelona Science Park (Parc Científic de Barcelona, PCB) (www.ona-
therapeutics.com). 

We are looking for: 

A junior scientist to support early-stage protein/antibody characterization, towards the design of novel 
biopharmaceuticals attacking advanced cancer. 

Key duties: 

 Hands-on role to design, independently execute, and analyse biophysical experiments for the 
characterization of antibodies to support antibody discovery and engineering projects 

 Conduct high-throughput SPR binding screens, as well as other biophysical assays to interrogate 
protein-protein interactions, including BLI, AlphaScreen, MST, ITC, FRET... 

 Perform analytical characterization of antibodies and bioconjugates (HPLC, FPLC, SEC, ion-
exchange/affinity chromatography) and protein analysis (SDS-PAGE, Western-blot, ELISA) 

 Perform accelerated stability studies to assess the developability of antibody candidates 
 Conduct experiments related to protein chemistry, conjugation, and purification of a variety of 

drugs, fluorochromes, and antibody formats 
 Interact and proactively collaborate with other teams across the company to provide biophysical 

solutions 
 Participate in company’s scientific meetings 
 Keep up to date of relevant scientific literature on the different company’s areas of interest 
 Liaise with CROs and vendors for contract work and evaluations 

 
Candidate requirements:  
Must have: 

 Master or PhD degree (or equal by experience) in biochemistry, biophysics, or related discipline 
 Proven background in biochemistry techniques including protein quantitation, protein 

purification, and/or biophysical/biochemical QC assays 
 Hands-on experience with Biacore T100/200, Octet, AlphaScreen, and microITC instruments 
 Experience with protein expression, purification, and analytical tools such as SEC, SEC-MALS, 

and MS 
 Understanding of binding kinetics, thermodynamics, target occupancy, and interaction modes of 

different antibody formats 
 Ability to plan and conduct experiments and to record and analyze data, in an independent, 

efficient and organized manner 
 Good teamwork and interpersonal skills 
 Independent, motivated and collaborative person  
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 Fluency in English 
 Experience writing technical/scientific documents: papers, lab protocols, public grants 

 
 
Nice to have: 

 Knowledge of the drug discovery process/biotech industry  
 Familiarised with sequences, CDR definitions, and structures of IgG and antibody formats 
 Proficiency with modern bioinformatics resources for protein modelling (PDB, AlphaFold, 

molecular interactions) and sequence analysis tools like BLAST/IMGT 
 Experience with lab software: GraphPad, PyMol, electronic notebook 
 Previous experience with public grants writing and management  
 Knowledge of Spanish and/or Catalan  

 
 

We offer: 

 Full-time contract in an exciting international biotech start-up environment 
 Salary package commensurate with the qualifications and experience of the candidate 
 Continuous training in a high-quality scientific environment. 
 Starting date: January 2023 at latest 

 

How to apply: 

All applications must include: 

 A motivation letter.  
 A full CV including contact details, previous experiences and detailed list of techniques.   
 2-3 contacts for references.   

 

The application must be submitted by email to the following address, indicating the offer reference in the 
subject message: info@ona-therapeutics.com 

Deadline: Please submit your application by 15/12/2022  

 

 


