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Letter of the President
of the Executive Committee
Dear All,
As the President of the Executive Committee of Biocat, The BioRegion of
Catalonia, it is my great pleasure to present the Catalan Pavilion Catalogue for
the BIO 2007 Meeting.
Biocat, The BioRegion of Catalonia, is proud to organize the participation of
the Catalan companies, public research centers and Administration institutions
present in this pavilion because they illustrate what is already a reality in our
country: a Biomed and Biotech research excellence consolidating a strong
potential in the biotech sector.
Biocat is an instrument for companies, public R&D&I institutions and
Administration to work coordinately to leverage the biotech sector in Catalonia.
Created according to the new regional promotion systems developed in knowledgebased economies, and following the Triple Helix model, our organisation counts
with the full support of the main stakeholders in the field.
According to Biocat’s purpose to act as one-stop-shop, to talk internationally
as one voice, with the aim of placing Catalonia as a world-wide biotech hub
in the international scenario, this catalogue presents the participants in this
event, their competencies and representatives here. You will also find what

some relevant people have said about us: they help us to emphasize our
strengths.
And last, but not least, a wish: to get the most out of this event, and increase
the business opportunities for our companies and institutions. They are the
reason why we are here.
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Dr. Manel Balcells
President of the Executive Committee
The BioRegion of Catalonia

The BioRegion
of Catalonia

Biocat, a National Project
Biocat (The BioRegion of Catalonia) is an instrument for companies, public
R&D&I institutions and Administration to work coordinately to leverage the
biotech sector in Catalonia.
Catalonia is strategically located in the South of Europe and traditionally well
connected across the Mediterranean area. With a population of 7 million (4.5
in the Barcelona area), Catalonia is Spain’s Industrial and Commercial Capital.
The Catalan R&D&I system is relevant: 12 universities; 5.5 researchers per
1000 inhabitants (being the European Union mean value 5.6). Catalonia has
12 Science parks, 6 of them specifically dedicated to biomedical and agronutritional, 150 research groups in life sciences and a network of hospitals,
among which are the 6 of Spain’s top ranked. The public R&D budget is 1.44
% GDP, with the commitment to reach 2% by 2010.
Furthermore, over 50 human health biotech companies and more than 200
companies directly or indirectly related to this industry. More than 60% of the
Spanish pharma production comes from Catalonia, and the four main indigenous
pharma companies are Catalan.
The objectives of Biocat are
•
•
•
•
•

To act as unique window for all the BioRegion stakeholders
Dynamizing the Catalan Biomed, Biotech and Tech Med sectors
To consolidate Catalonia as an international biotech hub
To promote entrepreneurship
To promote a better Public Perception of Science, its benefits and its applications

• To foster training and education to build a skilled workforce for the advancement
of biomedicine and biotechnology
To achieve these goals, Biocat presents itself as the one-stop-shop, one voice to
be heard on subjects related to biotech, leading and centralising the country’s
big projects. Importantly, some of our initiatives are aimed at consolidating Biocat
as an opinion leader in the biotech field.
Biocat works to promote the entrepreneur activity, along with other Catalan and
Spanish institutions and facilitate the access to capital to biotech companies in
different maturation stages. In few words, to dynamize the biomed and biotech
sectors in Catalonia to place our country as a leading European hub in a
knowledge-based economy.
Contact Person:
Montserrat Daban (mdaban@bioregiocat.net)
www.biocat.cat
Location:
Pg. Lluís Companys, 23
08010 Barcelona
phone +34 93 310 3330 - fax +34 93 310 3360
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Map of Catalonia
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Barcelona
Lleida
Girona
Tarragona

10 Reasons to Invest in Catalonia

• European Centre of Dynamic Economic Activity
Catalonia heads one of the largest sustained economic growth areas in the
Mediterranean

• Design Technology and Innovation Activities
A network of parks and research centres foster innovative activities in Catalonia
where different companies are setting up research and design centres

• Strategic Geographic Location
The strategic location of Catalonia makes it the ideal launching pad for
gaining entry into markets

• Stability and Regulatory Framework
Catalonia boast a stable institutional political system and benefits from
stable currency, macroeconomic stability and freedom of movement of
people, goods, services and capital

• Extensive Infrastucture Network
Catalonia has an extensive and modern technological and communication
infrastucture network
• Excellent Suppliers and Service Providers
Catalonia offers a high level of excellence and quality suppliers
• Qualified and Motivated Human Resources
In Catalonia you will qualified efficient, specialized and motivated human
resorces
• Multilingual Population and Multinational Talent
In Catalonia, availability of multilingual, cosmopolitan staff combines with
ability to attract multinational talent

• Excellent Quality of Life
Catalonia is a very pleasant country to live in. Barcelona consolidates its
position as the leading European city in terms of quality of life
• Pro-business Government
Catalan Government lends support to both business activity and strategic
change

Source: Centre for Innovation and Business Development (CIDEM)
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COMPANIES
16 - 37 Directory

ADVANCELL
Created in 2001 as spinoff from the University of Barcelona and Hospital La
Fé (Valencia), Advanced In Vitro Cell Technologies, S.L (trademark ADVANCELL)
develops and commercializes "in vitro" cell models as services and cell-based
reagents with regulatory and/or predictive value, new nanomedicines based on
proprietary drug delivery technology and pharmaceuticals up to clinical proof
of concept.

Contact Person:
CEO: Dr. Luis Ruiz-Avila (Pharma enquires)
Executive VP, Services and Reagents Division: Dr. Myriam Fabre
(Services and Reagents enquires)
www.advancell.net

Advancell research activity is centered in 2 areas: 1) New predictive in vitro
models and cell-based reagents within ADME/Tox and Skin Biology areas; 2)
Novel drugs development based on biocompatible nanosystems and licenced
projects from the university.

Location:
Parc Científic de Barcelona
Baldiri Reixac, 10-12 08028 Barcelona · Spain
Telf: +(34) 93.403.45.45
Fax: +(34) 93.403.45.44

Advancell facilities are divided in 3 operational units: Barcelona Science Park
(HQs,services, reagents production and development), Valencia (hepatic
metabolism services and R&D), Santiago de Compostela (nanomedicines and
drug delivery).
Advancell is an ISO9001-certified company.
Special expertise in ADME/Tox and Skin Biology in vitro models; Hepatophysiology;
Drug Delivery.
Particular cell models: barrier (intestinal, BBB, renal, endothelial) and mucosal
models (skin; lung;etc..); hepatic model. CacoReady (www.cacoready.com)
Proprietary technologies: nanomedine platform based on biocompatible polymers
(chitosan, hyaluronic acid, polylactic glycolic acid)
Services and cell-based reagents distribution and sales all over Europe.
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AROMICS
AROMICS is a company that specialises in the area of genomics
and proteomics technologies and their application in the
identification, preclinical and clinical evaluation of new, effective
and safer drugs. From early research to later-stage drug
development processes, our strategy addresses novel ways of
accelerating the R&D process of drugs.
AROMICS’ strategy focuses on:
- Predicting the efficacy, toxicity and safety profiles of the drugs
with greater accuracy, increasing knowledge about the action
and resistance mechanisms of drugs
- Identifying new biomarkers, drug response markers and
potential therapeutic targets.
- Developing accurate diagnostic tools that help physicians
draw up more effective prescriptions and monitor residual
disease.

- Promoting personalized medicine
AROMICS represents a powerful ally to the pharmaceutical
industry, contributing to the promotion of new therapeutic
compounds and improving existing ones, as well as shrinking
conventional timelines to market approval by increasing the
likelihood of clinical success.

Contact Person:
Carme Plasencia (carme.plasencia@aromics.es)
www.aromics.es
Location:
Travessera de Gràcia, 108 (Entl.)
08012 Barcelona
phone +34 93 204 9922 / fax +34 93 204 9866
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ARCHIVEL FARMA
ARCHIVEL FARMA is a pharmaceutical laboratory specialized in the clinical
investigation and development of new drugs. Its main activity focuses on the
TB (Tuberculosis), more specifically on the treatment of the (LTBI) latent
tuberculosis infection to avoid the risk of developing active TB. Together with
the Germans Trias i Pujol Institut for Research in Health Sciences and the
Germans Trias i Pujol University Hospital, has developed RUTI®, the first
therapeutic vaccine against TB.
The Clinical development of the RUTI is in phase I.
TB is the most mortality infection worldwide caused by a single microorganism.
Nowadays, a third of humanity (2500 million people) have LTBI. Yearly 90
million people suffer LTBI; 9 million people develop active TB and 2,5 million
die.
The RUTI® vaccine is made of Mycobacterium tuberculosis fragmented in
small particles and detoxified to eliminate endotoxines. The RUTI® vaccine will
allow to treat LTBI people that have not yet developed active TB; it will also
reduce the current treatment period from nine months to one.

Contact Person:
Pere-Joan Cardona, MD., PhD. (archivel@archivelfarma.com)
www.archivelfarma.com
Location:
Ctra. de Mata, 97 (Esc. 2. 1º)
08304 Mataró (Barcelona)
phone +34 93 790 7522
fax +34 93 790 8632
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ATIPIC - SEPMAG
SEPMAG: The art of separation
SEPMAG is the ATIPIC’s division devoted to develop and provide Magnetic
Separation systems to the Biotech industry. Taking advantage of the experience
on permanent magnet devices of their parent company, SEPMAG scientists and
engineers are fulfilling the needs of the more exigent customers simplifying the
magnetic separation processes, reducing the separation time, minimizing the
magnetic beads losses and avoiding re-suspension problems. All these feature
with a completely safe operation which allows the device to be operating at less
than half meter from computers and magnetic recording media.
Magnetic solutions for the bio-tech industry
Magnetism has a considerable appeal for life science. As most biological tissues
and compounds are non-magnetic, they are transparent to DC and low-frequency
magnetic fields.
Magnetic beads are used as carriers for antigens, antibodies, catalysers,
proteins, DNA segments, and enable action on cells, bacteria, viruses and
other biotech items. Thus, magnetic forces can act through tissues, glass
bottles and plastic containers, guiding the magnetic carriers to the desired
location.
SEPMAG is helping their biotech-industry customers to attract earnings using
the right combination of magnetic field and beads. We have the magnetic
technology expertise you need to take advantage of these unique features
Who is already using SEPMAG?
Since the start of the activities of the division, the 2004, Large Volume SEPMAG

systems are being supplied to the production lines of leading IVD companies,
both at European Union and US markets. BIO-RAD, BIOCODE, BIOKIT, DIASORIN
or ROCHE DIAGNOSTIC are some of our best references.
What is next in SEPMAG Tecnologies?
Actually we are extending the use of SEPMAG technologies to other fields like
protein purification, cell sorting or biocatalyst, most of them in close cooperation
with cutting edge biotech companies.
Despite our focus is Large Volume Magnetic Separation Systems (typically
between 1 to 10 L batch scale), we are also providing smaller scale systems
for batch validation (250 ml) or even laboratory use. The same benefits who
give SEPMAG technology a leading position on Large Volume Magnetic Separation
can be found o n the new SEPMAG-LAB series.
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Contact Person:
Lluís Martínez (contact@sepmag.eu)
www.sepmag.eu
Location:
CENT. Parc Tecnològic del Vallès
E-08290 Cerdanyola del Vallès (Barcelona)
Phone: +34 93 582 0161
Fax: +34 93 580 1354

ESTEVE
ESTEVE is a private leading chemical-pharmaceutical group in Spain with a
broad international presence with a turnover of €717M.
The group has two main companies:
Laboratorios Dr. Esteve S.A. Devoted to research and development of NCEs,
with an R&D center in Barcelona operating under GLPs and GCPs.
Esteve Química S.A. (EQ Esteve) Devoted to the manufacture of APIs and development of new processes, with manufacturing facilities in Celrà and Barcelona(Spain), Naucalpan and Jiutepec (Mexico) and Yiwu (China), all of which
operate under GMP.
With an R&D budget of €53M Esteve, employs 302 research professionals (12%
of total employees), 76% of which are highly qualified graduates. The research
is focused in the development of NCE against novel targets in pain (Sigma and
5HT-7). In order to diversify the portfolio, ESTEVE has reached a number of codevelopment agreements of products in clinical trials. The products are Surfaxin
(Discovery Laboratories), Rhucin (Pharming) and Rencarex (Wilex).
With respect to licensing we are searching for companies that will collaborate
in the development of our lead 5HT-6 compound in cognition enhancement.
This is a very interesting compound with a clear and preclinical pharmacological
profile. Additionally we are in lead optimisation with respect to 5HT-6 ligands
in obesity. We are also looking for potential partners in pain, an area in which
we are experts and in which we have several proprietary tools including a KO
mouse. In this area we have a project in sigma-1 ligands which is close to
candidate selection

Esteve, a partner of choice for the Iberian Hospital market (cancer and hematology),
has a highly motivated and educated sales and marketing organization, deep
knowledge of the EU market and regulatory environment and an outstanding
reputation with KOLs and collaborative groups focused on cancer. To build on
these strengths, Esteve has a strategy in place to establish a pan-European
commercial presence for niche oncology products. Esteve is currently looking
to partner with developers of niche oncology products, to seek European
commercial rights.
Contact Person:
Fermín Goytisolo
www.esteve.es
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Location:
Av. Mare Deu Montserrat 221
08041 Barcelona
phone +34 93 446 6000 - fax +34 93 433 0072

GENDIAG
GENDIAG was established in February 2006. Gendiag makes its best efforts
to build a business model based on ethics with clients, suppliers, company
staff and other stakeholders. All deals will be intended in benefit of all the
parties involved. Teamwork, openness, commitment, continued innovation and
contribution to society’s health will be a high-priority. Its objective is to make
easy a personalized medicine for the benefit of society at large, by setting up
diagnostic tools and new therapeutic targets that will enable the development
of innovative drugs.
Gendiag turns the opportunities coming from projects born in the academic
world and in small biotech companies into products and services, that will help
health professionals to improve significantly prevention, therapeutic objectives,
and quality of life of patients suffering highly prevalent and costly diseases.
Gendiag devote its activity to pursue, analyze, and select highly competitive
biotech projects for innovative markets. We focus in two major areas:

- Diagnostic tools, specially those ones obtained through genetic platforms
and programmes.
- New therapeutic targets

Contact Person:
Joan Salgado (info@gendiag.com)
www.gendiag.com
Location:
Juan de Sada, 32
08028 Barcelona
phone +34 93 509 3233 - fax +34 93 509 3295
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GP PhARM
GP Pharm, the pharmaceutical division of Lipotec Group, is located in Barcelona
(Spain). Our activities are focused on research, development, production and
marketing of injectable products within Urology and Oncology fields, some of them
based in propietary Drug Delivery Systems. These technological platforms include
microspheres and liposomes.
The company works in the development of these drugs, from the preclinical
studies until the launch to the market. These specialities will be marketed either
under own brands or through licenses.

plant of GP Pharm recently achieved EU GMP approval and started manufacturing
operations, producing the first batches of own products and also for some
contract manufacturing partners. Our facilities were also designed to be FDA
GMP approved.
The plant mainly consists in three isolated buildings that allow production of Injectable
Cytotoxics and Injectable High Actives; in solution or freeze dried. The third building
allows encapsulation of High Potency Drugs into developed, patented and owned
new Drug Delivery Systems.

Our main business areas are marketing of own products, licensing in&out and
contract manufacturing.
GP Pharm owns a proprietary technological platform that is based in the use
of PLGA microspheres containing triethyl citrate to modulate drug release.
This technological platform allows to encapsulate LHRH analogues and other
peptides and effectively modulates its release when injected. We are performing
an international clinical trial on one of those products at this moment. Other LHRH
formulations are in preclinical phase.
The company, through proprietary technologies, has the capacity to produce
liposomes for injection including Lipochromane 6 - a free radical trapping agent
- which are suitable to encapsulate cytotoxic compounds to reduce its toxicity
or increase its bioavailability. One of this formulations recently achieved Orphan
Status from EMEA and FDA, being at this moment in phase II stage of development.
Located in Sant Quintí de Mediona, near Barcelona (Spain), the new production

Contact Person:
Xavier Vergés (xverges@gp-pharm.com)
www.gp-pharm.com
Location:
Polígono Industrial Camí Ral - c/ Isaac Peral, 17
08850 Gavà (Barcelona)
phone +34 93 638 8000 - fax +34 93 638 9393

28
29

MicroART
MicroArt specializes in the development of Information
Technology Systems in the fields of Business Intelligence and
Biomedical Research. MicroArt works in the field of bioinformatics, performing the integration (data warehousing),
analysis and treatment (data-mining) of biomedical data from
several hospitals and centres around the world, with the aim
to improve the diagnosis and treatment of diseases such as
cancer. We apply the cutting edge distributed computer technology called “intelligent agents”. In this regard we
participate as a member of the Network of Excellence
“AgentLink”.
MicroArt has also a strong collaboration with main Universities
in its area, namely the UPC, UOC, UAB and especially with
the UB through its Scientific Park (where the company is
located). As an active, recognised and committed to society
organization, MicroArt is member of CatPL (a Catalan enterprise
association which promotes the professional use of Open
Source Software), the network of excellence AgentLink, the

Cluster for Innovation, ITACA, the “Catalan Association of
Artificial Intelligence” (ACIA), BioRegio and CataloniaBIO. Most
members of MicroArt’s staff are also members of the “Col·legi
Oficial d’Enginyers en Informàtica de Catalunya” (COEIC),
whom members must have a BSc, and which officially represents
the IT sector in the Catalan society.

Contact Person:
Magí Lluch-Ariet (info@microart.cat)
www.microart.cat
Location:
Parc Cientific de Barcelona - Baldiri Reixac, 4-6
08028 Barcelona
phone +34 93 363 1753 - fax +34 93 403 9379
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ORYZON
Oryzon Genomics is a biomarker discovery company that identifies genes and
proteins as diagnostic biomarkers and therapeutic targets in two main indications:
oncology and neurodegeneration. Our genomic and bioinformatic platform is
also used in selected programs to produce enhanced plants with functionalities
for human food to prevent disease risk.
Oryzon Genomics was founded in 2000 as a spin-off of the Spanish National
Research Council (CSIC) and the University of Barcelona. We are a young,
international and interdisciplinary team of 35 scientists with our main lab sites
based in the Barcelona Science Park. A research centre of excellence homing
more than 800 scientist and 20 companies. In 2005, Oryzon Genomics became
a profitable company.
Oryzon Genomics has several important strategic alliances with food, biotech
and pharmaceutical companies, e.g. Oncnosis-Pharma AIE, a consortium of
nine companies which includes, among others, Oryzon Genomics, Ferrer
Internacional and Siemens Medical. The multiplatform project of Oncnosis is
aimed to discover novel molecular tools, therapeutic compounds and the
development of new technological approaches for disease diagnosis, prognosis
and treatment in four selected cancers. This project represents a 10 M USD of
workload for Oryzon Genomics.
In biomarkers discovery, we have developed a whole platform with complementary
advanced technologies to study gene function including, among others, analysis
of gene expression using whole genome or specialised DNA chips for a variety
of species. We can build up the necessary transcriptomes and generate with

our own oligo design software (Tethys) the probe set for any DNA chip. A new
bioinformatics tool to manage expression and mutant data in an intuitive
environment representing the organism (Orymold), permits identification of
potentially interesting targets for their incorporation in projects of genetic
improvement. Finally we have proprietary developments in protein profiling as
well as the state of the art in proteomic approaches.
In novel functional food, we produce new varieties of non genetically modified
organism through our own proprietary technology. The final aim is to produce
enhanced nutritional functionalities in the most friendly food matrix possible:
the natural plant, fruit or vegetable themselves.
Oryzon Genomics participates also in the bioenergy sector, in the frame of the
I+DEA project of Bioethanol Research and Development for Automotion, initiated
in January 2007 in partnership with Abengoa Bioenergía . This project represents
a 2.6 M USD workload for Oryzon Genomics.
Contact Person:
Emili Torrell (info@oryzon.com)
www.oryzon.com
Location:
Josep Samitier 1
08028 Barcelona
phone +34 93 403 7196 - fax +34 93 403 4792
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PALAU PHARMA
PALAU PHARMA is a newly created biopharmaceutical
company devoted to the discovery and development of
small molecules for the treatment of inflammatory and
autoimmune conditions. The R&D track record, the strategy
and the business model of the Company position PALAU
PHARMA as pioneer and leader in the Spanish biopharmaceutical industry.
Based in Barcelona, Spain, PALAU PHARMA is the spinout of GRUPO URIACH’s R&D Unit, the discoverer and
developer of the antiplatelet agent Disgren® (trifusal) and
the antihistaminic agent Rupafin ® (rupatadine).
PALAU PHARMA benefits from the advantage of belonging
to a well-established Group, from which the Company has
inherited the R&D’s Management and Scientific teams.
This group of managers and scientists has a proven track
record in developing promising novel pharmaceuticals,
from drug discovery to commercialization. Specifically, it
has very strong expertise in immune and inflammation-

based diseases, rational design of small molecules, preclinical and clinical development, and patent strategy.
PALAU PHARMA was created on November 1, 2006. The
company has been capitalized through a private placement
of approximately 40M€. The investors in PALAU PHARMA are
Invercartera (Grupo Caixa Catalunya), Caja Duero, Harmish
& Mytaros and Najeti Capital. GRUPO URIACH is the majority
shareholder in PALAU PHARMA.
Contact Person:
Nuria Personat (npersonat@palaupharma.com)
www.palaupharma.com
Location:
Polígono Industrial Riera de Caldes
Avinguda Cami Reial, 51-57
08184 Palau-Solità i Plegamans (Barcelona)
phone +34 93 863 0311 - fax +34 93 863 0223
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TECNOPARC
A technological park located in Reus (Tarragona) specializing in the aereas of
health and nutrition and focusing and facilitating research, and stimulating the
flow of knowledge and technology transfers between universities, research
institutes, companies and market.

Contact Person:
Xavier Gómez (xavier.gomez@tecnoparc.com)
www.tecnoparc.com
Location:
Camí de Valls, 81-87
43204 REUS
Tel.+34 977 300 003
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INSTITUTIONS
40 - 59 Directory

BARCELONA CITY COUNCIL
Barcelona city council's department of economic promotion
and inward investment offers a range of services for businesses,
professionals and institutions that want to set up and do
business in Barcelona, the capital of Catalonia.
We help international businesses to learn about Barcelona
and provide support for them to set up and grow. We provide
personalized assessment and advice to foreign investors. We
offer key economic information for making decisions and
detecting business opportunities, establish institutional
contacts and provide support for relocation of executives to
Barcelona, as if they were at home.
We help with office/premise searches and promote the
Barcelona brand and its strategic sectors. One of these is
biomedicine. We contribute to the internationalization of
Barcelona’s economy. Our services are free and confidential.

Contact Person:
Joan Torrella (jtorrella@bcn.cat)
www.bcn.cat
Location:
Avinyó, 7 (1er pis)
08002 Barcelona
phone +34 93 402 3352 - fax +34 93 402 7597
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BARCELONA CITY COUNCIL - 22@ BARCELONA
22@Barcelona is the new business area of Barcelona. In its territory the most
innovative knowledge intensive activities (among them, bio and medical) may
locate their offices enjoying its centrality, new communications and transport
infrastructures and the fact of being close to universities, research and
development centers, technology transfer centers among other facilities.

actors (hospitals, medical care centers) and the presence of several public
institutions which aim is to collaborate and interact with the different companies
of the sector located in the area. Besides, all these projects, 22@Barcelona
is fostering the creation of a Medical Technologies cluster, a sector of great
potential and where Barcelona has several research groups of high level.

From the start of the project in 2000 through to 2006, the 22@Barcelona
Municipal Corporation has managed the urban renovation project for the
area, creating a diverse, balanced environment in which the most innovative
firms live and work alongside research, training centres, as well as shops,
housing and green spaces, which in all favours the dynamics of both social
and business life.

22@Barcelona collaborates with the main players from the bio sector of
Barcelona,such as the Barcelona Science Park (PCB - UB), the Barcelona
Biomedical Research Park (PRBB - UPF), the recently established entrepreneurial
association Biotech Catalonia Bio, the Generalitat de Catalunya (CIDEM)
Entrepreneurial Innovation and Development Centre and the Catalonia Bioregion.

After completing this stage of urban renewal, the project has moved into a new
phase of intensively fostering economic and cultural renewal: near to forty
projects are currently under way, all aimed at developing European areas of
excellence in the different sectors in which Barcelona is capable of taking and
holding a leading role on the world stage, such as the Media, ICT, Bio or Energy
sectors, by concentrating firms, public entities and science and technology
reference centres from these strategic areas of knowledge in the same physical
territory.

Contact Person:
Jordi Sacristán (jsacristan@22barcelona.com)
www.22barcelona.com

In the Bio sector, we must highlight projects such as the Bio business park
(an area with spaces for large companies, SMEs, shared laboratories among
other public facilities) the links with all the leading universities and healthcare
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Location:
Roc Boronat, 115 3rd floor
08018 Barcelona
phone +34 93 507 3500 - fax +34 93 507 3501
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CIDEM
The Centre for Innovation and Business Development (CIDEM) is an autonomous
body of the Ministry of Innovation, Universities and Enterprise, aimed at improving
Catalonia's industrial community and increase its competitiveness in the face
of different challenges.
CIDEM designs and carries out the measures of the Industrial Policy of the
Government of Catalonia. The guidelines of the Industrial Policy are Promotion
of Innovation, Technology Transfer, Business Development and Industrial Location.
Catalonia is a country with a high business potential and a long industrial and
entrepreneurial tradition.
CIDEM offers direct support to companies and entrepreneurs through products
and services with the aim to improve their market position (exploitation of news
ideas through innovative products, new logistics and quality management
systems; incorporation of information and communication technologies and
business management).
CIDEM offers support and coaching services to companies of all sizes and
sectors during the start up and implementation processes. The aim is to foster
the creation of new companies and to secure the growth of the existing ones,
thus allowing for a strong and competitive industrial community in the international
arena.
CIDEM, as an innovation and business development reference organization,
coordinates the different socioeconomic agents (local governments, technological
centres, universities, business schools, "incubators", business associations,

social agents, etc.) in order to create a sound and dynamic environment in
Catalonia.
The Government of Catalonia is committed to the development of the biotechnology
cluster in the region. Besides investments in infrastructures, the government
provides support to biotechnology entrepreneurs and companies, through grants
and credits related to R&D, export outreach programs and funding assistance.
Catalonia is actually one of the top regions in Spain in national public funding
for biotechnology.
The best examples are the different networks promoted by CIDEM together with
different organizations and agents, like the Technological Centres Network or
Innovation Centres Network (PIC). They create a diverse and quality offer to
coordinate efforts and to give answers to the needs of the Catalan Industrial
Community.

Contact Person:
Tatiana Cané (tcane@cidem.gencat.net )
www.cidem.com
Location:
Passeig de Gràcia, 129
08008 Barcelona
phone +34 93 567 4918
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CIDEM - TRANSBIO
TRANSBIO "Matching Transoceanic Biotechnology
Opportunities" is an example of the activities carried out by
CIDEM to foster Technology Transfer and Innovation at
international level.
TRANSBIO is a European funded project that gathers 6
European countries (Austria, Catalonia, Flanders, Germany,
Scotland and Sweden) and 2 North American partners
(Massachusetts and Quebec).
The project “TRANSBIO: Matching Transoceanic Biotech
Opportunities” aims at the promotion and development of
European biotechnology enterprises between Europe and
North America. Its main purpose is to demonstrate how
European companies and research institutes can successfully
work and collaborate with their US and Canadian counterparts.
An expected output from this initiative will be the creation of
technology transfer agreements between Europe and the
world’s most advanced and competitive markets for biotech
products and services.

The project is focused on the Biotechnology market and will
foster the cooperation and collaboration between European
and North American biotechnology enterprises, favouring
economic development opportunities and the cohesion of
the global biotechnology market. The project has a budget
of more than one million Euro. The European Commission
will fund 75% of the cost while the partners will provide the
remaining 25%.

Contact Person:
Cristina Dezi (cdezi@cidem.gencat.net)
www.cidem.com / www.transbio.net
Location:
Passeig de Gràcia, 129
08008 Barcelona
phone +34 93 476 7319 - fax +34 93 476 7214
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Catalonia Investment Agency - CIDEM
The Catalonia Investment Agency is the investment promotion agency of the
Government of Catalonia, with headquarters in Barcelona, Spain, and offices
in New York and Tokyo. The agency was created in 1985 and belongs to the
Centre for Innovation and Business Development (CIDEM). Its aim is to
promote and secure sound business investments to Catalonia, by providing
tailor-made, value-added services to companies at all stages, and facilitating
strategic partnerships and tech transfer agreements between local and foreign
companies.

Contact Person:
Clara Barreneche (cidem@catalonia.com)
www.catalonia.com
Location:
445 Park Avenue, 14 Fl.
NY 10022
phone 1 (212) 755 8830 - fax 1 (212) 755 8837
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FCRI
The Catalan Foundation for Research and Innovation (FCRI)
is a private non-for-profit institution which aims to coordinate
the Catalan research and innovation efforts and to strenght
science social awareness.
The FCRI actively supports R&D activities - as a means of
promoting business innovation and competitivity - in terms of
improving quality, implementing measures to attract and retain
scientific talent, and actively seeking opportunities for technology
transfer.
The fostering of activities to disseminate science and
technology and the promotion of scientific and technological
entrepeneurshit (particularly among young people) are other
aims of the FCRI.

Contact Person:
Xavier Testar (xavier.testar@fcri.es)
Laura Marín (laura.marin@fcri.es)
www.fcri.es
Location:
Pg. Lluis Companys 23 - 08010 Barcelona
phone +34 93 268 77 00
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ICIQ
The Institute of Chemical Research of Catalonia (ICIQ) is a non-profit private
organisation based in Tarragona, Spain, which was founded by the Catalan
Government (DURSI, Generalitat de Catalunya) and which is sponsored by leading
chemical and pharmaceutical companies. ICIQ was conceived with the aim of
becoming a European reference centre for Chemistry.
Quality Research, Innovation and Technological Upgrade are our challenges.
ICIQ has a strong expertise in the performance of target-oriented R+D projects,
especially in the fields of Catalysis (Homogeneous and Heterogeneous) and
Molecular Recognition (design of receptors, new materials, design of specific
sensors, probes, inhibitors/stabilisers, separation agents, drug delivery systems)
but also in Synthesis, Nanoscience and Renewable Energies.
What makes us different? An efficient organisation, our flexibility and capacity
of fast response to new industrial research demands, a scientific team of
excellence, modern and sophisticated equipment and an efficient knowledge
and technology transfer.

Two areas of strategic importance are the Knowledge and Technology Transfer
Area (KTT) and the Strategic Area. he strategic area manages and catalyses the
submission of applications for funds for research projects and staff at the
regional, national and European level.The KTT area, on the one hand promotes
active collaboration with industry an on the other hand detects opportunities
for industrial protection of the results generated by the centre, an activity that
is essential for the subsequent assignment of exploitation rights to the interested
company. Those two departments play a crucial role in the attainment of the
Institute’s goals.
ICIQ offers its strong scientific potential and its experience to help chemical and
pharmaceutical companies perform R+D projects in a broad range of fields, through
contractual agreements. Confidentiality is guaranteed.
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We are always ready to embark in new joint projects and initiatives with industry.
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As of March 2007 and after tree years of operation, 170 people are working at the
Institute. The centre has fourteen research groups that, altogether, guarantee a
highly multidisciplinary approach to the research problems.

Contact Person:
Dra. Ana Pilar López
Knowledge and Technology Transfer Dpt. Manager

The institute comprises a Research Support area, conceived to implement the
most up-to-date advances in each instrumental field and to advice the scientific
staff, which has at its disposal sophisticated equipment and highly-qualified
technicians. At present, there are seven research support units (X-ray, NMR,
Mass spectrometry, General instrumentation, Parallel synthesis / Process
Chemistry, Heterogeneous Catalysts, Microfluidics and Photophysics).

Location:
Institute of Chemical Research of Catalonia
Av. Països Catalans,16
43007 Tarragona (Spain)

ICFO - The Institute of Photonic Sciences © Pictures by Lluis Montesdeoca

ICFO
ICFO-The Institute of Photonic Sciences (http://www.icfo.es) is a new research
institution in the European Union in the field of Photonics. It was founded in
2002 with the aim to become a leading, world-class, wide-scope research centre
in Photonics, the science of light.
Light has become a pervasive enabling tool in many areas that go from
telecommunications and Internet, to the sciences of life and health care,
environmental technologies, and entertainment. At ICFO our passion is pushing
the frontiers of the core of these areas.
At full speed ICFO will host more than 300 researchers, 45 cutting-edge research
laboratories, and one nanophotonics facility, in a 9000 sq.m dedicated building
based at the Mediterranean Technology Park, in the metropolitan Barcelona area.
ICFO researchers participate very actively in research projects and networks funded
by national and international funding agencies.
In research: The center will concentrate enough critical mass of research members
and associated staff to conduct cutting-edge, wide-scoped research ranging from
telecommunications and information technologies to biotechnology, and including
remote sensing, quantum information, and industrial photonics.
In education: The center offers the opportunity to obtain a PhD degree on
optical sciences with a broad coverage of its basics and applications. The working
language, in research and education, is English.
In economic development and wealth generation: The center is highly
proactive in establishing working partnerships with industrial corporations, and

foster spin-off creation by research members. The center participates in incubator
activities and seeks to attract investment venture capital.
ICFO welcomes partnerships with al types of industrial corporations. One of our
main goals is to act as a leading ally of the optics and photonics industry, by
being a resource for science, technology and talented people. We belong to
EPIC and to IPCA, two international associations that promote the commercialization of photonic technologies, and we participate in Photonics21, the
European Platform in Photonics.
We enthusiastically invite industries and corporations to set a long-lasting
relationship with us, through common research projects, services or alliances,
by joining the ICFO Corporate Liaison Program. The ultimate aim is to
build mutual knowledge and trust, and in thus boosting mutual benefits.

Contact Person:
Dr. Silvia Carrasco, KTT director (ktt@icfo.es)
www.icfo.es
Location:
Av. Canal Olímpic s/n - Parc Mediterrani de la Tecnologia
08860 Castelldefels (Barcelona)
phone +34 93 553 4082 - fax +34 93 553 4000
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Barcelona Science Park

Contact Person:
Sonia Martínez
(direcciocientifica@pcb.ub.es)
www.pcb.ub.es
Location:
Baldiri Reixac 10-12
08028 Barcelona
phone +34 93 402 9060
fax +34 93 402 9063

The Barcelona Science Park (Parc Científic de Barcelona; PCB)
is a cornerstone of the innovation system developed by the
University of Barcelona (UB). The convergence of research
groups from public and private sectors and a wide range of
state-of-the-art technological facilities make the PCB a pioneering
point of reference in the promotion of knowledge and technology
transfer and the setting-up of new technology-based companies.

of know-how and technology to enterprises and public institutions.

The PCB hosts thirty-five companies, three public research
centres and a bioincubator for technology-based companies,
all of which are involved in cutting-edge research in the biomedical
and biotechnology field and employ more than 1400 highly
qualified people. These activities are located in a 20.000 m2
laboratory building which includes, in addition to core services,
scientific and technical platforms.

• To promote R+D+I activities in diverse multidisciplinary fields
in order to facilitate a response to emerging economic cycles.

Today the PCB is poised to enhance its surface to 85.000 m2
within the next 3 years to house public and private research
laboratories as well as a bioincubation area.

Business concept

General Objectives

• Cross-cutting scientific excellence within a public/private interface framework.

• To establish a setting in which to promote synergy between
public research groups and R+D+I business units, with the aim
to enhance business competitiveness and technological innovation
through basic research.
• To act in the technology market by strengthening the transfer

• To promote the development of new technology-based
companies.
• To provide researchers and the companies located in the
PCB with the most powerful technology platforms for research
support. To also make these facilities available to external
public research groups, companies and other entities.

• To introduce new systems of technology transfer by taking
advantage of the characteristics of the science park: joint
company-PCB laboratories, research groups and laboratories
associated with the PCB, facilities for part time use (technology
hotel), strategic alliances, etc.

The PCB business concept is based on three main pillars:

• State-of-the-art technology platforms.
• Business development and IP in tight collaboration with other
instruments of the UB (Bosch i Gimpera Foundation, Agency
for Assessing and Marketing Research Results, Patents Centre).
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UAB Research Park
The UAB Research Park (PR UAB) is a joint venture between the Universitat
Autònoma de Barcelona (UAB), the Spanish High Council for Scientific Research
(CSIC) and the Catalan Institute for Food and Agricultural Research and Technology
(IRTA), to create a multidisciplinary research space, oriented towards teaching,
training, research and development, entrepreneurship and innovation that is unique
in Spain.
The Park, oriented primarily to long-term research, hosts a large number of national
research centres and institutes, business-incubators, project-hosting facilities for
industry R+D as well as R+D centres belonging to key industry partners.
This structure is further enriched by the strategic alliance with a number of
research hospitals in the Barcelona area, which, together with the UAB Research
Park, constitute the Esfera UAB.

Contact Person:
Sònia González (sgonzalezg@uab.cat)
www.uab.cat
Location:
Campus UAB
08193 Bellaterra (Barcelona)
phone 34 93 581 3314 / 42 35
Fax 34 93 581 2023

58
59

