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SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN & NATURE RESEARCH

Scientific American

When Scientific American magazine went 
monthly in 1921, it was published as a journal 
of “practical information”—one definition of 
“scientific.” Since then,  articles have covered 
science's progress but have revealed a shift 
from the practical to the provocative, 
documenting advances and technological 
innovations that have enhanced human lives 
and fueled economic growth.

With a roster of over 150 Nobel laureate 
authors and a prestigious Board of Advisors 
contributing to the brand, SciAm delivers in-
depth, reliable, and credible information. 

Scientific American provides in-depth analysis 
of groundbreaking news and commentary 
about the most important advances in 
research and discovery that are shaping our 
world and changing people’s lives. 

Life Sciences, being of critical importance to 
our readers, is covered in multiple ways and 
from many angles.  SciAm helps shape the 
public’s understanding of critical issues and 
translates innovative ideas into real world, 
actionable solutions. 

Scientific American (one of the most authoritative science and technology publishers in the world) 
and Nature Research (the most renown international journal of science) are pleased to present a 
unique opportunity to help innovative companies align their message with relevant content that 
showcases Catalonia's expanding global influence in the life science sector.  The unparalleled 
credibility of the Scientific American and Nature will help underscore and reinforce your messages to 
curious, informed consumers and thought-leaders involved in science and innovation.

Nature Research 

Nature's original mission statement was 
published for the first time November 1869, 
stating:

First, to serve scientists through prompt 
publication of significant advances in any branch 
of science and to provide a forum for the 
reporting and discussion of news and issues 
concerning science.

Second, to ensure that the results of science are 
rapidly disseminated to the public throughout 
the world, in a fashion that conveys their 
significance for knowledge, culture and daily life.

Nature is a weekly international journal 
publishing the finest peer-reviewed research in 
all fields of science and technology on the basis 
of its originality, importance, interdisciplinary 
interest, timeliness, accessibility, elegance and 
surprising conclusions.

Nature also provides rapid, authoritative, 
insightful and arresting news and interpretation 
of topical and coming trends affecting science, 
scientists and the wider public.



SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN/NATURE RESEARCH CUSTOM MEDIA

PROJECT TO SUPPORT CATALONIA’S LIFE SCIENCE SECTOR

For the second year in a row, The Financial Times has 
put Catalonia at the top of its list of the best places for 
foreign investment in south Europe. Its innovative 
ecosystem, geostrategic position, solid projects, and 
global recognition has positioned it as one of the most 
attractive regions in Europe for investing with the most 
jobs created from foreign investment. 

Catalonia’s reputation as a strategic innovation hub has 
been steadily climbing over the past decade and has 
seen a significant growth in venture-capital investment, 
especially in the biotech sector. The Catalonia region is 
home to some of Spain’s biggest pharma companies as 
well as multinationals like Amgen, Novartis, Sanofi, 
Roche, and Bayer.  But, Catalonia is not just attracting 
foreign investment in the biotech space, it’s also luring 
in major international conglomerates like Facebook, 
Amazon, WeWork, and PepsiCo. Moreover, the region 
has consolidated itself as a start up hub where budding 
new businesses can thrive in a healthy economic 
environment.

To help capitalize on Catalonia’s growing reputation as 

one of Europe's preferred areas for investment 

projects, Scientific American and Nature Research in 

association with Biocat and CataloniaBio & HealthTech

propose a global custom media program that:

• Showcases Catalonia’s expanding global influence

• Delineates its point-of-difference

Scientific American and Nature Research will 
leverage its award-winning Custom Media 
team (CM), to create engaging and 
informative content. CM is a one-stop shop
for all content and distribution needs. Every 
program CM creates is specifically crafted to 
underscore each partner’s individual 
message.   We spend as much time as 
needed to achieve a thorough understanding 
of client goals and then hone our approach, 
tone, and execution to meet those 
objectives. CM will collaborate with sponsors 
to ensure their communication goals elevate 
their stature.  We have successfully 
partnered with various economic 
development groups and are uniquely 
qualified to amplify Catalonia’s platform to a 
global audience most receptive to its 
message.

Biocat is the organization that champions the 
healthcare and life sciences ecosystem in 
Catalonia, working to transform science and 
technology into regional economic growth as 
well as social impact. Biocat focuses its 
strategy on positioning the BioRegion 
internationally, accelerating technology 
transfer and innovation in the ecosystem, as 
well as developing talent through innovative 
training. CataloniaBio & HealthTech is the 
association of companies in the biomedicine 
and health arena in Catalonia. Its mission is to 
promote R&D&i to help the business industry 
generate new products and services in 
biopharmaceuticals, medical technology and 
digital health to improve people’s wellbeing.

• Underscores its value proposition as a hub for 
business, 
investment, innovation, and talent

• Provides multiple sponsors with a powerful vehicle 
to reach Scientific American’s global audience of 
innovators, visionaries, entrepreneurs, and 
corporate decision-makers.



CUSTOM CONTENT PROGRAM: MULTI-PAGE REPORT

Designed with the same standards as our legacy brand, Scientific American Custom Media will 
leverage its roster of world class journalists and graphic designers to create a purpose-driven, 
collaboratively conceived, multi-page custom report, tentatively titled:

Catalonia: Europe’s Fast Growing BioRegion
The report will be informative, provocative, and include rich imagery and data visualization to engage 
the reader.  It will place Catalonia top of mind for site selectors, BDMs, investors, and entrepreneurs 
in the life science sector as a valuable place to build and/or expand their organization.

2019 MEDIA PROGRAM OVERVIEW

CATALONIA: EUROPE’S FAST GROWING BIOREGION

TOPICS FOR CONSIDERATION INCLUDE:

Catalonia is Open for Business: As a destination of foreign investment projects, Catalonia ranks 4th in 
Western Europe in job creation in the life sciences sector and 2nd in medical technologies. Regulatory 
issues benefit international business in Catalonia, there is a lower corporate tax than in the majority 
of neighboring countries, it offers one of the most attractive tax deductions for R&D, and offers 
employment incentive programs.

A Healthy Ecosystem for Start Ups: The BioRegion of Catalonia hosts more than 1,000 healthcare 
and life sciences companies and one new company is created every week. . Barcelona is considered 
the 3rd favorite startup hub by 20% of European startup founders after London and Berlin, as ranked 
by the Startup Heatmap Europe 2018.

Destination of choice for international investors: The big catalyst for the increasing vitality of Spain’s 
biotech sector, particularly in the Catalonia region, has been an influx of venture capital. Since the 
beginning of the financial crisis in 2008, investment in companies in the healthcare and life sciences 
industry has increased twelve-fold. In addition to specialized local investors operating in Catalonia, 
the BioRegion has shown spectacular growth in foreign capital committing to companies. In just 2 
years, the number of foreign investors participating in these companies has doubled up to 50+.

International benchmark in scientific excellence: Catalonia hosts 89 research bodies and facilities 
that are key contributors to the cutting-edge scientific of the BioRegion. In fact, in terms of 
international indicators of research (such as ERC Grants or publications in Nature) Catalonia 
outperforms countries like Sweden, Belgium, Denmark, Austria and Ireland. 

Bringing top-notch science to patients: The BioRegion is steadily progressing from a cutting-edge 
science system to a network of startups bringing therapies to clinical development. 19 drugs are 
currently developed, three of them in Phase III. Medical technology diagnostics and other health 
technologies are also progressing at the same rate. The estimation is that 10 products and advanced 
technologies developed in the Catalonia will reach patients by 2025.



2019 MEDIA PROGRAM OVERVIEW

CATALONIA: EUROPE’S FAST GROWING BIOREGION

TOPICS FOR CONSIDERATION (CONTINUED):

The new Mecca for clinical trials? Quality, safety, fast recruitment of patients and competitive costs 

make the BioRegion of Catalonia a location of choice for clinical trials. A full preclinical to post clinical 

program can be carried out in Catalonia at a significant lower cost than in other key regions in Europe, 

the UK, or the US. The main Catalan public research centers have an average of 5,000 participations 

in 3,400 unique trials each year. 

A Unique Diplomacy Strategy: Barcelona is the world’s first city to implement a comprehensive 

Science and Technology Diplomacy Strategy. SciTech DiploHub, the Barcelona Science and Technology 

Diplomacy Hub, is making Barcelona an influential global player in tackling humanity’s grand 

challenges through science and technology.

Multinational Corporations Set Up Shop in Catalonia: Barcelona’s strategic position has made the 

city one of the most desirable locations also for technology firms. It has become the new “place to 

be” in Europe, as the new set ups of giants such as Amazon, Microsoft, Siemens, of Facebook show.  

Pharma Reigns in Spain: Catalonia is the birthplace and headquarters of +50% of Spanish 

pharmaceutical industry, headed by companies like Almirall, Esteve, Ferrer, Grífols, Bioibèrica, Lacer, 

Reig Jofré and Uriach. Global leaders in the sector are also present in Catalonia, including Amgen, 

Novartis, Sanofi, Roche, Bayer, B.Braun, Boehringer Ingelheim, Chiesi, Hartmann, Lundbeck and 

Menarini.



CATALONIA: EUROPE’S NEW BIOREGION
2019 MEDIA EXECUTION

Print Report: 
• Distributed in Nature Research and SciAm’s Worldwide 

editions
• May be bound into the magazine or polybagged with the 

issue
• Timing: Fall 2019

• Bonus distribution at the 2020 Bio International 
Convention in San Diego

Online Report
• The report will live on scientificamerican.com as a downloadable PDF on a digital hub including 

links to each individual article.

• The hub will be timed to launch with the print edition.

• The hub can include logos of sponsors for additional recognition.

• The report will also live as a collection page on nature.com with articles in HTML version

CATALONIA: EUROPE’S FAST GROWING BIOREGION WILL BE
PUBLISHED IN MULTIPLE FORMATS TO REACH THE WIDEST
AUDIENCE:

Example: Digital 
Hub on SA.con

Example: Digital 
Content on Nature.com



CATALONIA: EUROPE’S NEW BIOREGION
2019 MEDIA EXECUTION

TARGETED PROMOTIONAL CAMPAIGN TO OPTIMIZE VIEWERSHIP

Scientific American will develop a strategic, promotional campaign to drive to the Catelonia: 
Europe’s Fastest Growning Bioregion report.  This will be accomplished through the following 
Channels:

• A heavy presence of native ad slots on SA.com 

• Organic and paid social media promotion on SA’s social media feeds (Facebook, Twitter)

The Report will be promoted for 3 months but will live on the site indefinitely.

Social and Onsite 
Promotion

Native Ad Slots


