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IRB_DREAM: A Marie Skłodowska-Curie COFUND Programme for pre-

doctoral researchers 
 
Are you passionate about biomedicine? Do you want to pursue a PhD, train in the first-class research 
environment provided by the Institute for Research in Biomedicine (IRB Barcelona), learn from 
internationally recognized experts in their respective fields, and build a solid knowledge base that will 

open up career opportunities? If this is you, then chase your dream career through the IRB preDoctoRal 
fEllowship progrAMme (IRB_DREAM). 

Funded within the Marie Skłodowska-Curie actions (MSCA) H2020 2019 call, IRB_DREAM is offering 5 

four-year predoctoral fellowships for the academic year 2021-2022. 

IRB Barcelona is a vibrant multidisciplinary institute where scientists address challenging and pressing 
biomedical problems in a collaborative fashion to provide groundbreaking solutions to unmet medical 
needs.  

 
IRB_DREAM is aimed at talented young researchers wishing to undertake their PhD theses in one of its 
27 state-of-the-art laboratories that tackle cutting-edge topics in cancer/metastasis, ageing and cell 
reprogramming, metabolism, cell differentiation, and genomics, among others. In the context of inter- 

and multi-disciplinary collaboration between groups, countries (more than 100 international 
collaborations) and sectors (academy, industry or hospitals), IRB_DREAM offers customized training and 
ample career development opportunities. This innovative training programme stands out for fostering 

much valued secondments and other initiatives aimed at strengthening the career prospects of 
predoctoral researchers. 

 
IRB_DREAM offers: 
 

• Exceptional working and employment conditions, with salaries that are significantly above the 

national standards. 
• Excellent supervision and mentoring arrangements by highly experienced Group Leaders and 

external researchers from both the academic and the non-academic sectors.  

• Access to top-notch laboratories carrying out Multidisciplinary Research at the interface 

between chemistry, biology and medicine. 
• Exposure to an international and intersectoral environment and access to a vast network of 

international collaborators, companies and hospitals. 

• Wide training offer with personalized and professional advice in identifying the most suitable  

optional training courses that match fellows’ interests and skills.  

• Personalized Career Development Support through IRB Career Advisors. 

• Free language courses (Catalan, Spanish & English) provided onsite and free of charge. 

• Vibrant social activities, such as monthly "Cool-off sessions", where members meet informally 

for drinks, snacks and scientific discussions in the cafeteria, the Football League and the 
annual skiing trip. 

• A healthy culture that promotes and facilitates well-being as an integral part of the 

institution’s identity.  
• Relocation & Visa Assistance by trained staff in the Human Resources Department, and 

personalized welcome support with peer-to-peer mentoring. 
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Eligibility criteria 
IRB_DREAM will recruit prospective talented researchers of any nationality, gender, culture, religion, 

sexual orientation or age to undertake a PhD in biomedicine. To be eligible for an IRB_DREAM 
fellowship, applicants must: 

 
• Comply with the mobility rule, meaning that candidates must not have resided or carried out 

their main activity (work, studies, etc.) in Spain for more than 12 months in the 3 years 
immediately prior to the call. 

• Comply with the COFUND early-stage researcher definition: at the time of recruitment by IRB 

Barcelona, candidates must be in the first four years (full‐time equivalent research experience) 
of their research careers and have not been awarded a doctoral degree. 

• Fulfill one of the following options (mandatory requirements according to the Bologna 

process to be able to enroll in a doctoral programme at the time of the effective recruitment):  
o Completion of studies that lead to an official Spanish (or from another country of the 

European Higher Education Area) university degree awarding 300 ECTS credits, of 

which at least 60 ECTS credits must correspond to master level. 
o Completion of a degree in a non-Spanish university not adapted to the European 

Higher Education Area that gives access to Spanish doctoral studies. 
 

Calendar 
Call opening: 27/11/2020 

Deadline for application: 29/01/2021 
Deadline for referees: 02/02/2021 
Eligibility check: 05/02/2021 
Remote evaluation: 26/02/2021 

Interviews at IRB Barcelona: 19-20-21/04/2021 
Notification to candidates: 30/04/2021 
Start date of fellowships: 01/09/2021 

 

 
 

Stay tuned and ready to apply through our online application system, which will be 

active on 27 November on our young researchers section at www.irbbarcelona.org 


