
Job Offer: TransGlobalHealth PhD 
Description 

We are offering the possibility to apply for a TransGlobalHealth PhD in the context of a research project 

aiming to assess the molecular and immunological value of pregnant women as sentinel groups for malaria 

transmission. 

The Trans Global Health programme is a part of the Erasmus Mundus Joint Doctorate Programme and focuses 

on health threats to vulnerable populations that often face complex, interwoven problems such as poverty, 

inequity and co-morbidity. For more information, you can check at: www.transglobalhealth.org 

The programme enables PhD students to get a double degree, from two different partner institutes in two 

different European countries: in the Netherlands – VU University Amsterdam (VU), University of Amsterdam 

(UvA), or Academic Medical Centre at the University of Amsterdam (AMC); France – Université de 

Bordeaux; Belgium – Institute of Tropical Medicine Antwerp (ITM); or Spain – University of Barcelona 

Institute for Global Health (ISGlobal). 

We are looking for enthusiastic candidates to participate in the project offered by the Institute for Global Health 

(ISGlobal), in collaboration with the Manhiça Helth Research Center in Mzoambique. 

According to the Global Strategy for Malaria 2016-2030 of the World Health  

Organization, all countries can accelerate efforts towards elimination through combinations of interventions 

adapted to local contexts. Such efforts require precise metrics to monitor trends in malaria transmission, 

resistance levels and clinical impact of residual infections. Pregnant women are a potential sentinel surveillance 

group because of their susceptibility to malaria and easy access through antenatal clinics. The aim of the 

doctoral research offered here is to provide epidemiological and molecular evidences of the value of pregnant 

women attending health centers to generate estimates of the burden of malaria and its adverse consequences in 

situations of different transmission levels. To do this, the candidate will participate in prospective observational 

studies among pregnant women attending health centres in southern Mozambique, apply molecular techniques 

to describe the epidemiology of malaria infections and the pattern of antimalarial resistance, and analyze 

antibody-based serological measures of malaria exposure during pregnancy that can be used as surrogates for 

malaria transmission. The PhD candidate will also investigate the perceptions and uses of antenatal care 

services in African countries, with the objective of assessing the value of a pregnancy-based surveillance 

approach and correcting for any bias in the representativeness of the pregnant women captured through hospital 

services. Finally, we plan to compare the cost of such a surveillance approach with current systems to monitor 

the intensity of malaria transmission in elimination settings. In summary, this study will combine research on 

molecular and immunological epidemiology of malaria in pregnancy with social and economic research on the 

use of prenatal services by pregnant women. By this way, the project will contribute to apply the knowledge 

gained on malaria during pregnancy to the development of new tools for the epidemiological surveillance of 

malaria as well as to malaria elimination activities currently being deployed in Southern Mozambique. 

  

If you want to learn more about the call, please check at: http://www.transglobalhealth.org/#/joint-phd-

degree/call-2017/, where you can find details of the eligibility rules , selection criteria and mobility 

requirements. 

http://www.transglobalhealth.org/#/joint-phd-degree/call-2017/
http://www.transglobalhealth.org/#/joint-phd-degree/call-2017/


 Lugar: 
Barcelona 

 Eligibility rules:Eligibility rules , selection criteria and mobility requirements at 

http://www.transglobalhealth.org/#/joint-phd-degree/call-2017/ 

 How to apply: 
Candidates must send a CV and a cover letter to: job@isglobal.org with the subject 

heading TransGlobalHealth_PhD  

Closing date for the receipt of applications is November the 6th, 2016. 

 Applications will be accepted until 22h00 CET of the closing date. 

 

Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted. 

  

In ISGlobal we are committed to maintaining and developing a work environment in which the values and principles of our 

organization are respected and equal opportunities between women and men be promoted in each of the areas in which we operate, 

not tolerating discrimination based on criteria such as age, sex, marital status, race, ethnicity, disabilities, political leanings, 

religion or sexual orientation. 

"In accordance with articles 5 and 6 of Law 15/1999 on personal data protection, we inform you that your personal data will be 

incorporated into a Human Resources file, for which the Private Foundation Barcelona Institute for Global Health (ISGlobal) is 

responsible. If you do not inform us otherwise, ISGlobal will understand that you have consented to the processing of your data. 

Your information will not be disclosed to individuals or legal public or private entities without your consent unless authorized by 

law. You can exercise your rights to access, rectify, cancel and oppose the use of your personal information by contacting ISGlobal 

by post at C/Rosselló, 132, 5è 2a and 7è, 08036 - Barcelona or by email at info@isglobal.org or lopd@isglobal.org 

 

http://www.transglobalhealth.org/#/joint-phd-degree/call-2017/

