
 

 

PHD POSITION / FPI FELLOWSHIP 

Immune-Oncolytic Viruses group 

 

Deadline for sending CVs: October 16th 

The group: 

The Immune-Oncolytic Viruses group is integrated within the Immunology Unit, 

Department of Pathology and Experimental Therapies, from the University of Barcelona at 

the Bellvitge Campus. The research of the group is focused on developing novel 

immunotherapies against cancer based on viruses able to replicate in cancer cells and to 

elicit a potent immunity against tumors. These viruses are genetically engineered and 

tested in vitro in tissue cultures and in vivo in mouse tumor models. 

More information: https://www.ub.edu/portal/web/dp-patologia-terapeutica/immuno-

oncolytic-viruses-for-the-treatment-of-cancer 

Selected publications: 

- Van Hoecke L, Riederer S, Saelens X, Sutter G, Rojas JJ. Recombinant viruses 

delivering the necroptosis mediator MLKL induce a potent antitumor immunity in 

mice. Oncoimmunology 2020. 

- Hou W, Sampath P, Rojas JJ, Thorne SH. Oncolytic virus-mediated targeting of PGE2 

in the tumor alters the immune status and sensitizes established and resistant 

tumors to immunotherapy. Cancer Cell 2016. 

- Rojas JJ, Sampath P, Bonilla B, Ashley A, Hou W, Byrd D, Throne SH. Manipulating 

TLR signaling increases the anti-tumor T cell response induced by viral cancer 

therapies. Cell Rep 2016. 

- Rojas JJ, Sampath P, Hou W, Thorne SH. Defining effective combinations of immune 

checkpoint blockade and oncolytic virotherapy. Clin Cancer Res 2015. 

https://www.ub.edu/portal/web/dp-patologia-terapeutica/immuno-oncolytic-viruses-for-the-treatment-of-cancer
https://www.ub.edu/portal/web/dp-patologia-terapeutica/immuno-oncolytic-viruses-for-the-treatment-of-cancer


 

 

The project: 

The candidate will develop novel immune-oncolytic viruses with capacity to activate an 

immunogenic cell death of tumor cells. The viruses will be generated by genetic engineering 

and tested in human and mouse tumor cells in vitro and in mouse tumor models in vivo. 

This project has been funded by “Proyectos I+D+I” 2019, modalidad “Retos Investigación”. 

Profile: 

We are seeking motivated and dynamic candidate to pursue career in biomedical research 

who has a good academic record and a Master’s degree in biological/medical sciences. 

To apply: 

Please send your complete CV, research interests, and contact info of at least one reference 

able to assess your scientific potential and previous experience to Dr. Juan José Rojas 

(jrojas@ub.edu). Deadline for sending CVs will be October 16th. 

The selected candidate will be eligible and should apply to the FPI position from the 

Spanish Research Agency between October 13th-27th. 

https://www.boe.es/boe/dias/2020/10/05/pdfs/BOE-B-2020-33560.pdf 

 

mailto:jrojas@ub.edu
https://www.boe.es/boe/dias/2020/10/05/pdfs/BOE-B-2020-33560.pdf

