
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Vall d´Hebron Institute of Oncology (VHIO) Seeks a Postdoctoral Researcher in Prostate 

Cancer & DNA Damage Repair Translational Research 

 

 

 

Reference: 25/2018 

 

Application deadline: 31/12/2018 

 

Number of vacancies: 1 

Job description:  

 

A Research Assistant position is available from January 2019 at the Vall d’Hebron Institute of 

Oncology’s Cancer Translational Research Group, directed by Principal Investigator Joaquin 

Mateo. Our group focuses on studying and testing hypothesis-based targeted therapy in 

prostate cancer, with particular interest in advancing insights into how DNA damage repair 

defects impact on prostate cancer evolution and can be exploited therapeutically. We are 

especially committed to the clinical implications of our findings in ongoing and future clinical 

trials.   

 

The successful candidate will be involved in leading a series of in-vitro and in-vivo studies 

assessing the impact of different defects in double-strand break repair machinery on prostate 

cancer evolution and drug sensitivity. The appointed individual will also work on the 

optimization of functional assays in patients’ cancer biopsies and the correlation between these 

assays and genomics. 

 

In principle, this is a 2-3 year position and will be renewed on an annual basis based on 

performance, with the possibility of extending the contract thereafter. Salary will be 

commensurate with experience and list of publications. While the position is funded, the 

successful candidate will be mentored and encouraged to apply for additional grant support. 

 

 

Requirements:  

 

• An organized, motivated and team-oriented individual with previous experience in a 

translational research laboratory, ideally with a background in cancer biology. Prior 

experience in the field of DNA damage repair is essential. 

• While the successful candidate will be expected to be relatively independent in 

pursuing this project, he/she will work coordinate with the rest of the team and 

supervise junior researchers. Moreover, since our group has only recently been 



established, the researcher will be required to set up and optimize many of the assays 

to be used in the project. 

• Expertise in molecular biology techniques such as protein biology, siRNA, shRNA, drug 

sensitivity assays, evaluation of DNA damage repair function (i.e. COMET assay, 

immunofluorescence). Experience in CRISPR/Cas9 gene editing will be highly 

considered.  

• Completed PhD with at least one publication as lead author.  

• Eligibility for EU and Spanish-funded fellowships will be favored.  

• Fluency in English is mandatory. 

 

Application: Please submit a cover letter highlighting your scientific interests, CV, and the 

names and contact information for at least 2 references by email to: selecciorrhh@vhio.net. 

Specify “Ref. 25/2018 - Postdoctoral researcher at Prostate Cancer Group” in the subject box 

of your email. 

About VHIO: 

 

Under the leadership of Josep Tabernero, the Vall d’Hebron Institute of Oncology (VHIO), 

created by José Baselga in 2006, has established itself as a comprehensive cancer center of 

proven excellence internationally. It is thanks to Josep Tabernero’s directorship and VHIO’s 

optimal organizational structure based on a purely multidisciplinary and translational model that 

VHIO talents continue to anticipate and tackle the many unresolved questions in combatting 

this multifaceted and heterogeneous disease. 

Located within the Vall d’Hebron Barcelona Hospital Campus, our researchers closely 

collaborate and interact with Vall d’Hebron physician-scientists. Translational science and 

clinical research are therefore tightly connected which promotes superb interaction and 

teamwork which, in turn, accelerates the bench-bedside-bed cycle of knowledge. This privileged 

environment affords VHIO direct access to patients as well as the entire spectrum of oncology 

professionals who care for them, and a second-to-none appreciation of how cancer science can 

translate into more powerful, targeted treatments and better practice for the care of patients. 

VHIO’s pioneering model and programs, coupled with its belief in combining strengths through 

cross-border collaborations, continue to spur advances in reversing cancer resistance, halting 

metastatic spread, and more effectively treating even the most undruggable tumor types. 

VHIO’s translation toward precision oncology: http://www.vhio.net. 

 

 


