
                          

 
Seeking for Sara Borrell PostDoc Candidates 

Program Against Cancer Therapeutic Resistance (ProCURE) 
 

Institution and Program: 
The position is to conduct research at the Catalan Institute of Oncology (ICO, Barcelona, 
Spain), a  public comprehensive cancer center, affiliated to the Bellvitge Biomedical 
Research Institute (IDIBELL). Its approach to the disease is comprehensive, combining, all in 
one organization, prevention, care, specialized training and research. ICO has become a 
center of reference in Catalonia, both in healthcare quality and in research. IDIBELL provides 
equal access to and opportunity in its programs, facilities, and employment without regard 
to race, color, creed, religion, national origin, gender, age, marital status, disability, public 
assistance status, sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression. 
 
The Program Against Cancer Therapeutic Resistance (ProCURE) is seeking for excellent 
PostDoc candidates willing to apply for the AES-Sara Borrell 2017 call. 
 
Successful candidates will have the opportunity to initiate and lead high-quality research. 
ProCURE encourages strong clinical interactions and multidisciplinary approaches. The 
program offers a stimulating research atmosphere fosters independence and provides an 
environment in which collaboration and exchange of ideas and know-how is actively 
encouraged with a strong commitment to translational research, which overall provides a 
lively and stimulating training environment for young talents. ProCURE offers positions for 
two labs: 
 
Project 1: Cancer Systems Biology lab 
Project title: Why some individuals are strongly resilient to develop cancer? 
Area of knowledge: Genetics, Biology, Epidemiology, and Statistics. 
PI: Dr. Miguel Angel Pujana 
Description: The study of the genetic basis of hereditary cancer has been commonly focused 
on understanding molecular perturbations in affected individuals. Thus, many genetic risk 
factors have been discovered in the past years. However, understanding why individuals at 
high risk (i.e. carriers of germline mutations with large effects) do not develop cancer 
remains an unexplored fundamental subject. The identification of strongly protective alleles 
or mutations for specific cancer syndromes, such as of breast and ovarian cancer, will 
revolutionize cancer prevention and treatment. Here, we propose a multidisciplinary 
research project aimed at identifying such mutations and genes.  
Requirements: Doctoral Degree in Biology, Biochemistry, Medicine, Pharmacy or related 
fields (including informatics, mathematics, statistics, and physics): Obtained after 
01/01/2013; Strong publication record in peer reviewed journals; Valuable skills and 
knowledge: General molecular biology techniques, Cell culture, CRISPR, Animal studies, 
Bioinformatics, Self-motivated and independent, Fluent English language. 
Application: Highly motivated candidates, please, send complete CV, cover letter and two 
reference contacts before 8 May 2017 to: mapujana@iconcologia.net. 
 

http://www.procure-ico.eu/
http://www.isciii.es/ISCIII/es/contenidos/fd-investigacion/fd-financiacion/fd-convocatorias-ayudas-accion-estrategica-salud/acceso-solicitud-ayudas.shtml
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Project 2: Prostate Cancer lab 
Project title: Mechanisms of prostate development and transdiferenciation in cancer 
Area of knowledge: Stem cell biology, cancer biology and biochemistry. 
PI: Dr. Alvaro Aytes 
Description: The main focus of our research is on mechanisms of prostate cancer metastasis 
and therapy resistance, with a strong interest on the epigenetic mechanisms involved. The 
candidate will have the opportunity to co-lead his/her own project. We are particularly 
interested in the interface between prostate development and cell lineage switch in late 
stage cancer. The project is led by Dr. Alvaro Aytes and will provide ample oportunities for 
national and international collaborations, working with sophisticated mouse models and 
applying cutting edge genomics, and computational approaches. 
Requirements: We are looking for highly motivated young scientists that have recently 
obtain their PhD in any field of the life sciences (after 01/01/2013, with exceptions in case of 
maternity leave, etc.). We strongly encourage those with a background in stem cell biology, 
cancer biology and biochemistry to apply. Knowledge of computational biology, NGS data 
analysis is a plus but not a requirement. The candidate should have good analytical and 
communication skills, and be interested in working in an interdisciplinary team at the 
forefront of cancer research. 
Application: Highly motivated candidates, please, send complete CV, cover letter and two 
reference contacts before 8 May 2017 to: aaytes@idibell.cat    
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