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BIOMEDICAL SCIENCE FOR THE BENEFIT OF SOCIETY 

 

Team Leader Scientific IT 
Centre for Genomic Regulation (CRG) 

 
The Institute 
 
The Centre for Genomic Regulation (CRG) is an international biomedical research institute of excellence, 
based in Barcelona, Spain, with more than 400 scientists from 44 countries. The CRG shares principles of 
an interdisciplinary, motivated and creative scientific team that is supported by high-end and innovative 
technologies and a flexible and efficient administration.  

CRG has been conferred with a badge of ‘HR Excellence in Research’ by the European Commission, in 
recognition to its progress in implementing the European Charter for Researchers and the Code of Conduct 
for Recruitment of Researchers, that among others consists of transparent, merit-based recruitment 
procedures and attractive work-life balance working conditions. 

For further information: www.crg.eu  

 
The role 
 
CRG is looking for a team leader for the system administration of the compute clusters of the CRG and 
the CNAG-CRG. Responsibilities in the short term include the day-to-day management of the systems 
administration of the clusters. Medium term objective will be to merge two large scale compute and 
storage systems into a single HPC system with extensive storage. This HPC system will support the 
research of the groups of the CRG and CNAG-CRG as well as genomics facilities on both sites, and the 
proteomics and microscopy core facilities. 
 
You will be responsible for managing a team of four Systems Administrators. The responsibilities of this 
team include managing large compute clusters, petabyte scale scientific storage systems and supporting 
the users. It is very important to be able to proactively plan for new solutions and to architect scalable, 
performant and robust solutions.  
 
We are looking for a hands-on team player who is capable of providing technical leadership.  
Personal organisation, time management, and excellent communication skills are hereby essential. 
 
 
About CRG’s Scientific Information Technologies (SIT) 
 
The Unit provides computing resources and technical support to CRG researchers. The unit has the 
necessary expertise to build high-performance computing systems in the coming years, taking the high 
compute and bandwidth capabilities required by researchers into account. 

SIT delivers know-how and best practices to users for the optimal usage of computing resources, 
improving application performance and providing them with regular training. SIT as an operations team 
administers more than 200 compute nodes and servers. The unit manages a computing cluster 
comprised of 3112 cores interconnected with a 10Gb Ethernet network. 

The exponential growth in genomic data, particularly from Next-Gen Sequencing (NGS), demands high-
performance and scalable storage infrastructures. The unit manages heterogeneous disk-based storage 
that contains research data, currently 5 PB of usable storage in two different data centres. 
The facility has become a key partner in many of the research projects carried out at the institute. 

 

http://www.crg.eu/
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More info can be found here: http://www.crg.eu/en/content/scientific-services-core-facilities-house-
services/scientific-information-technologies-sit  

About CNAG’s HPC cluster 

The CNAG HPC cluster are dedicated for all stages of the analysis of next generation sequencing data 
and comprise of over 4000 cores with a total of 44 TB of memory connected with an infiniband network to 
4.2 PB of disk storage and a Spectralogic tape archive system.  The cluster also contains specialized 
compute nodes each with Tesla K80 GPUs mainly for sequence read alignment, and one large memory 
node with 2TB of memory for genome assembly projects. 

 
Who would we like to hire?  
 

 You hold a degree in Computer Science or similar discipline or have equivalent work experience  

 You have over 10 years experience within the field of Information Technology  

 You have over 3 years experience in the systems administration of high performance computers 
on large compute clusters 

 You have a proven trackrecord of succesfully managing technical people 

 You have experience in designing and setting up new functionality of the compute cluster 

 You previously managed a similar merge of compute and storage systems into a HPC system  

 You have experience with the administration of heterogeneous compute environments 

 You have indepth knowledge and practical experience of high performance filesystems (GPFS, 
Lustre) 

 You have proven workexperience with large scale storage (for example Isilons) 

 You have experience in designing and setting up new functionality of the compute cluster 

 You speak fluent English and Spanish 

 
 
Desirable but not required 

 Red Hat Enterprise Linux (or other Linux) administration experience 

 Experience/knowledge of large scale system management and deployment methods (for 
example Puppet or Ansible) 

 Experience/knowledge of container technologies 

 Experience of backup technologies and ways of protecting valuable scientific data 

 Experience working with biological data 
 
The Offer  

 Contract duration: Full-time permanent position 

 Estimated annual gross salary: Salary is commensurate with qualifications and consistent with 
our pay scales. 

 Target start date: January, 2019 
 

We offer work in a highly stimulating environment with state-of-the-art infrastructures, providing the 
successful applicant with unique professional career opportunities. 
 
CRG offers and promotes a diverse and inclusive environment and welcomes applicants regardless of age, 
disability, gender, nationality, race, religion or sexual orientation. 
 
The CRG is committed to reconcile a work and family life of its employees and are offering extended 
vacation period and the possibility to benefit from flexible working hours. 

http://www.crg.eu/en/content/scientific-services-core-facilities-house-services/scientific-information-technologies-sit
http://www.crg.eu/en/content/scientific-services-core-facilities-house-services/scientific-information-technologies-sit
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Application Procedure 
 
All applications must include: 

1. A motivation letter addressed to Dr Luis Serrano 

2. A complete CV including contact details.  
3. Contact details of two referees. 

 
 
All applications must be addressed to Dr. Luis Serrano  and be submitted online on the CRG Career site - 

http://www.crg.eu/en/content/careers/job-opportunities  
 
Deadline: Please submit your application by 20th of September, 2018. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.crg.eu/en/content/careers/job-opportunities

